
On Fri, Aug 12, 2022 at 6:44 PM Timothy Passow <omniainchristo1903@gmail.com> wrote: 
 
Father Anthony, 
  
      It has been a week since our last conversation. I have had some time to think about what you 
said about second chances. You’ve also mentioned the length of time since I left the Oratory. It has 
been just at a year since I left the Oratory and I think about that choice daily. It was not an easy one. It 
is very difficult to think of even a year later. It is still a very raw emotion. And it will be for a while. 
 

You brought up the Church, forgiveness and moving on in the case of Fr Michael. I agree that 
men can fall, but also that they can be redeemed. In the case of Fr. Michael this still true. He made his 
choice and was dealt consequences. He was removed as Pastor and sent away for treatment. That is 
all well and good, but should he therefore be permitted to pick back up where he left off? He’s just 
allowed allowed to come back and celebrate Mass as usual? How would that make you feel? My life 
was thrown into a tailspin. With a word I was homeless, jobless, and a thousand miles from home. 
You more or less  called me a liar. You said “your” investigation concluded Michael did nothing wrong. 
Of course not. If I were my own judge and jury Id make sure I was always in the right. You made me 
insist I wasn’t recording you’d during our call.  As if I was some criminal. I am persona non grata for 
bringing to your attention, and to the attention of the parish council the very public actions of their 
Pastor! It wasn’t from a position of hatred or homophobia. That was just coming after Michael, you or 
the Oratory. I was from the position of “oh shit, if this gets out, the Oratory could be disbanded or 
reorganized like The Birmingham Oratory” I was afraid that I could have just given up my entire life in 
Florida, my kids, my career and my future security for something that could come crashing down! I 
brought this to your attention in May and nothing had been done by August. The Church is slow to 
change, or so they say. And if that excuse is given weight then it weight must also be given to my not 
being able to move forward even after a year. I guess having the Parish Council behind you makes all 
of the difference. How is it that you can so coldly ask me to move on with my life after having it 
upended twice in such a short period of time? Perhaps it’s because Im still reeling financially from the 
job loss and a month spent moving . Perhaps it’s because I don’t have the Parish Council supporting 
me. Though how you can be on a Catholic parish council when an accusation of inappropriate 
touching as well as being given photographic proof of said Pastors actively homosexual lifestyle is 
found on the parish iPad. Did any of them report it to Safe Environment? Or the Diocese? I doubt it.  
Instead of offering support for the victim, they and now you, offer unwavering support for the offender. 
I guess it’s like you said when you mentioned Bishop Burell of the UCCB and his own Grindr a 
scandal. “What could I expect when the church sent him away for treatment and now he’s Pastor at 
his home parish.” 

 
I could never, effectively show or explain to you how heartbroken I’ve been for the last year. 

But maybe you can watch the June 5th 2021, the Feast of Corpus Christi. Watch yourself as you look 
directly at me, listen to your own words as you spoke them to me. Let those feelings collide why’s 
what you feel  for me now and you might come close. It’s been 1 year, two months, I eight days, 1 
hour and 44 minutes since that Mass started.. and I still can’t get more than 35 minutes into it without 
breaking down and shutting it off. Maybe in another year. 

 
I will pray for you, the Oratory and for Michael, always. I hope you’ll do the same for me.  I’m 

not there now but when I was, I was home. 
 

Timothy 
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